——— REO wo 


in 
- 


3 


2 


BEFORE. 


f . 

| RE”. 

| j 5 
„„ 
[843 -.Þ: 


D "IF 
2 22 


LAND 


EACHED 


wt 


AT THEIR. 
BY + 
: Lo 


4 
BvTToN, in 


r ̃ . ] . cm ne ens 


SHED 
RY 


I 


* 


i 


3 
7 


. 
5 yt 8 


5 


ne 


- * 2 
* nad 
8 
5 . - 
2 
LEO RES VO 
. 8 


* * 
2 4 * 
T7 #3 
; "1 . 3 
4 FF 
PY 1 
; "6 
+ 
— * 
v4 * 
KL — » 
7 * £ 
S;z-- 
8 
* Fr 
3: Dc » 4 
* Y 4 
Ks , 
2 Wa 
2 4 
1 
* — U * 
1 s 
1 
72 
4 0 Wag 
* 1 < N 
'£%Y : 
* Pi * 
8 
3 oe 
. . . , 
RL - *\ ” 
T3. 4 
 - - 7 4 
_— 5 * 
= b y 
— % 4 
"x * 
2 OR 
© RE 8 
2 "oo — 
_— - 
7 8 + 
E OT EY 
L CS * 12 
81 0 ; 
x * 
">; "x 
2 os 5 
BE | 
2 * * 
1 . 4 
8 x * 5 8 
2 : * 
- 
: * > 
2 L 5 
= * 
4 <a. 
8 
. 
— 
05 * 77 
2 - 
En 3 
3 
* wy 
bot I 
3 * a - 
=, £ 


— 


4 

* — 

3 2 4 

p 2 $ IJ 

CD IS 
„ 

E oh 


201 


1 
e At 


„ . 
+ : 


* 


wo, | 2 E 4s 


9 
— 2 
8 


3 2 
5 


x 1 


- 1K 
4. 2 I's 


© A 7 * £ 
4 3 
* * 


e 


4 


' 5 
* 7 . 
* 
— — 2 * ».* * LIGHT IEG + — 
— —ä6—ʒ4ͤ—ũ u — bY Aer oe IN 4 
„ . . 'E * 
* 
„ * wa 


„ 


2 43 Uh. wi 


pars — 


4. 11 


—— y — 


—— —-— 


1 , D 4 

» a a 

1 o 7 W 
A 125 30 1 

* 4 * 4 K "a 


Ave ˙* * 
wt ara wet 


„ 
—— * 


THE DEPENDANCE OF THE WHOLE LAW & THE PROPHETS | 
ON * TWO 1 CARY” nm 


Marr. xxii. 40. : 


5 there two 8 hang all the Law, 
and the Prophets. 


Fo - 


Axcrtmepts, who for his knowledge of the 
powers of matter, was the moſt celebrated Philo- 
ſopher of antiquity, is reported to have faid, 
© Find me but a place whereon I may ſtand, and 
I could contrive a machine to move the earth.” 
| What he deſired in vain, reſpecting the natural 
world, is pointed out, in our text, with relation 
to the moral world. Here the Chriſtian Divine | 
bas all the advantage, for the ſupport of revealed 
Truth, which can arise from the cleareſt diſcovery 
ol the firſt Principles of all true Religion: and if 
eyer a e overthrow 1 is given to the Babel 
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muſt reſt, that ſhall wrench it from its Vane, . 
net Nothing can be expreſſed more plainly and 
5 intelligibly, nor afforted more ſtrongly and pe- 
rremptorily, than this Poſition laid down by our 
dleſſed Lord, that the whole Law, and all the 
f writings of the Prophets, depend on the two pri- 
mary Commands mentioned in the preceding 
i verſes. The remark was occaſioned by the enquiry 
of a Jewiſh Lawyer, who requeſted our Maſter to 
| / _ give his opinion, reſpecting the great, or chief, 
Commandment in the Law. Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
« Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy. Ged, with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. 
This, he added, © is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment : and the ſecond is like unto it, Thou 
Halt laue thy neighbour as thyſelf.” And ſurely no 
Axioms can recommend. themſelves more-forcibly; | 
to the conſcience than theſe, That it is our Duty to 
loye God, ſupremely,; and alſo, to love our Neigh- 
bour as ourſelxes; and that every thing Which 
op poſes this ſtandard, or falls ſhort of it, is Sin. 
Jet, I: fear no truth is more generally overlooked, 
_ not; only, by mankind at large, but by duperſiial 
e profeſſors of every denomination, rn, 
But I have taken only the ſubſequent Obſerrs- 
tion of our Lord, and not the whole paragraph, 
to be the ground of the preſent diſoourſe. Hau- 
4 ing ſtated the two primary Commandments of the 


13 upon theſe two —— hang all the 
Law, and the Prophets.“ And my main object 
| vill be, not ſo much to enlarge on the Explana- 
W tion of theſe important Precepts, as to ſhew the 
. Dependance of the principal truths of Revelation * 
upon them. Yet it will be neceſſary to premiſe 
z ſew Remarks of an explanatory and introductory 
ind, and then proceed to ſhew their Connection 
with the other Precepts of the Law, and with the 
principal Doctrines of the divine 2 Ithere- 
fore ſhall attempt | 
Fin 87 —Briefly to illuſtrate the Natire and 
Inportance of theſe two Commandments. 
The fi and great Commandment requires 
$vexEME Love to God,; and that anſwerable to 
bis true Character and Station in the Univerſe; 
kot under ſome falſe; or partial view of him, for 
that would be only loving an Idol; and not loving 
God as Gov. It is true, all, who are rightly 
diſpoſed may not enjoy equal advantages for 
knowitig the divine Character, but every honeſt 
heart muſt approve of it, as far as it is made xnown. 
Were any one merely to admire the great Crea- 
tor, on account of his natural perfections; or to 
regard the bounteous Benefactor of the univerſe, 
only as an object of gratitude; that would not be- 
a thorough compliance with this righteous i injunc=. 
tion: far leſs could he be n to obey it, 


who ſhould Feign 1 a regard to Anme . „ 
dread of his power. But all his glorious Perfec- | 


tions, and his righteous moral Government, muſt 


ſuit the mental taſte, in order to his being loved 
ſupremely: every. genuine diſplay: of his glorious. 
Excellencies is highly gratifying/to-a mind. truly 
ſanctified. As the Apoſtle plainly ſuggeſts, that 
te the carnal mind is comity againſt Bod,” eſpeci- 
ally confidered as moral Governor, ſor it is not 


ſubject to the Law of Gov, neither indeed can be ;” 


ſo we may juſtly infer, that the ſpiritual, or renew-. 
ed mind, whoſe bias is oppoſite to that which is 
carnal, is reconciled to that very view. of the divine 
Character, which was moſt diſguſtſul to the unre- 
newed ſinner, and is n to e ee it | 
with approbation and delight. 
The ſecond Command, Which is like unto the 
firſt, in its univerſal and unchangeable obligation 
upon every rational creature, requires di intereſted 
Juve to man: i. e. to every man, according as we 
have opportunity to affect, or be affected with bis 
happineſs. So our Lord bas clearly explained it, 
by the parable of the good Samaritan, which be 
© delivered on purpoſe to illuſtrate this ſubject, in 
reply to a perſon, who, being willing to juſtiſy 
himſelf, had enquired, Who is my Neighbour? 
Any oppertunity to influence the happineſs of 
another, let him be a Jew or a Samaritan, an 
African or an n conſtitutes him my Neigh- 


E bour, in the eye of the great Lawgiver, who hath | 
made of one blood all the nations of men: and 1 


am obliged by this law to embrace the opportunity 

ol promoting his welfare, which God has put in 

my power. I am bound to love ſuch a perſon as 
myſelf; or to be as unwilling to be acceſſory to 


any injury offered to him, as I ſhould be unwilling 
for him to injure me; and as ready to do good to 
him, as I ſhould be to receive a like benefit from 
him, if our circumſtances were changed. We muſt 
not infer from hence, that we are bound equally 
to divide our beneficence, among all poſſible 
_ recipients, by which attempt we ſhould enervate 


our exertions, and render them of none effect. 


But we muſt follow the leadings of divine provi- 
dence, beginning doubtleſs with thoſe whom God 


has more immediately entruſted to our care, but 


extending our efforts as far as we can, with any 
proſpect of ſucceſs. And in our endeayours to 
promote the welfare of others, we muſt be eſpecially 
concerned for their higheſt and moſt permanent 
 felicity ; but if that be ſincerely valued, we ſhall 


doubtieſs be willing to ſubſerve alſo their preſent 


temporal intereſts. | 
I may here ſeaſonably offer ſeveral remarks, 
(1) Theſe two commandments have an inſepara- 
ble and reciprocal Connection. 
Every one who really loves Gop, muſt Jove him 


as the Author and Centre of the created Syſtem, - 7 
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and muſt theraſore love his N eceatures * 

Nod's ſake. He who loves God muſt ſurely long 

ſor God to be enjoyed and glorified, by others, 
as well as by himſelf. He muſt ardently deſire 


tat God may be extenfively known and loved, 


obeyed and imitated. But it is impoſſible this 
| ſhould be the caſe, without highly advancing the 
Happineſs of all who are thus taught the good 
knowledge of the Lord. Beſides, * we have this 
. Commandment from him, that he who loveth God, 
love his Brother alſo ;” and therefore, © if a man 
ſay, I love God, and hateth his Brother, he is a 
Liar :” for if he loved God, he would keep this 
_ Commandment; Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thyſelf.” Hence it appears, that the man who 
pretends to love God, and does not love his Fel- 
low-men, and long for them to be brought home 
to God, cannot love God in ſincerity,” though he 
may be ee e with ſome falſe or Rs notion of 
him. . | 
In like manner, nn Holy; Joves Man- 
kind, muſt certainly be concerned for their high 
Happineſs, even ſor their obtaining perfect and 


W everlaſting blefledneſs, in the. full, enjoyment | 


of God: but no one can purſue this object re- 
fpecting others, who does not place his own hap- 
pineſs 1 in God, and love him ſupremely. Vet as 
be would be a poor Friend who would humour 
any individual for an Hour, at the riſque of 


ue 9 
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making him miſerable for Life, ſo that Beneva- 
lence would be ſcarcely more wotthy of the name, 
which would induce a perſon to be anxious for 
the Jemporal comfort of its object, during the whole 
of this tranſitory life, at the riſque of his everlaſting 
miſery. Although many who know not Gop, 
have boaſted loudly of their Benevolence towards 
Men, I doubt not but it will be found, upon 
; thorough examination, that all pretended Philan- 
-thropy, which does not include, or fpring from 
i regard to the ſupreme _ is _ Selfiſhneſs 
a little extended. 
(2) Both theſe Precepts manifeſt the ſoirituelity : 
ol the divine Law, as taking cognizance of the 
Heart; or extending, not merely to the outward 
conduc, but to the very Springs of action. 

- Hence there is no true Virtue, no real Holineſs, _ 
or moral Goodneſs, in any action which does not 
flow from a ſupreme Regard to Gop, or from 
diſintereſted Love to Man. And however grace- 
lefs actions may occaſionally profit our fellow-men, 
they cannot pleaſe God. No outward form of 

| Worſhip, or ſemblance of Piety, can be acceptable 
to him, unleſs we love him ſupremely, and make 
his Glory our ultimate End: nor can any ſhew of 
Beneficence obtain the approbation of the ſearcher 
of hearts, when he perceives that it does not 
ſpring from diſintereſted Benevolence. 


400. Both theſe Contain, endet the 


| prrfeion of the divine Law, as making no allow- 


_ ance for the leaſt deviation from this Standard; 
nor tolerating the n. fin, | in ben, word, 
or G 8 
In the frft Rnd the 3 are multi- 
plied, to,ſhew that no power of the human mind 
is left free from its obligation. It demands * all the 
Heart; all the Soul, all the Mind ;” and in Mark 
two other terms are added, © all the Underſtanding 
and all the Strength.“ The whole Soul, 
therefore, muſt be devoted to God, without any 
reſerve, or this precept is not properly obeyed. 
And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf. This leaves no room 
for any Malevolence, or even any Indifference 
towards our Neighbour's welfare. Men are not | 
willing that a litile Injury ſhould be done to them- 
ſelves... They are unwilling to be ever ſo ſlightly | ä 
hurt in their bodies, or pained in their minds. 
They would nat like to be a little miſrepreſented, 
or neglected, or treated unkindly; but they 
| would have all others do their full Duty to them, 
and do it cordially: thus then are they bound to | 
do unto others, whatſoever they might reaſonably 
expect, or deſire, others to do unto them. 
(4) Neither of theſe Precepts will admit of any 
Abatement, on account of our want of an Inclina- 
tion to comply with them: nor can the ſtrongeſt 


b of an oppoſite principle be taken as an 


_ Excuſe, for not being fully conformed to them. 


Both of them make our natural Capacity, and not 


our Diſpoſition, the Meaſure of our Duty. In 


| requiring Love to Himſelf, or Love to our Neigh- 
bour, God does not lower his demands, in the 
| leaſt, on account of our moral inability, or which 
is the ſame thing, our 7o/al diſinclination, to com- 
ply with his good Laws. 


In the 55 caſe, he demands all . Heart, | 


whether we are diſpoſed to give it him or not. If 


it be already given away, to the World, or the 


Devil, or any Idol, he will not give up his claim 


upon that account. If your Luſts have taken full 


poſſeſſion of your heart, ſo that nothing is left for 
God, can you think it will be an excuſe to tell 
him, Vou have loved Idols, and are bent upon fol- 
lowing after them? Be not deceived, God will not 
thus be mocked : He demands the heart of every 
man now, as peremptorily as he did of Adam in 
Paradiſe; for the Apoſtacy has neither leſſened 
Gop's Worthineſs, nor your Obligations to love 
him. God had not one Law for man before the 
Fall, and another ſince our Revolt; nor has he 
one Law for good Men, and another for bad Men: 


but his invariable claim upon every one of us, is 
the whole Heart, and nothing leſs. And as far 


as we fall ſhort of perfect compliance with this de- 
mand, ſo far are we chargeable with abominable ſin, 


* "©. 


10 


So with refpe to the Nei 88 
0 has not one Law for Men of Principle, and 
another for thoſe who are devoid of Honeſty ; one 
Law for the Humble, and another for the Proud; 


. one for the Meek, and another for the Paſſionate; 


_ | one Law for Perſons of Veracity, and another for 
| thoſe that have long been addicted to Lying ; one 
for the Cbaſte, and another for them that * having 
eyes full of Adultery, cannot ceaſe from Sin.” He 
| has not one Law for the Generous, and another 
for the Covetous ;- requiring the former to give 
cheerfully, and the latter grudgingly. No, he 
requires all to act conſtantly under the influence 


ot the warmeſt Benevolence, as feeling the pro- 


priety of this bleſſed injunction, Thou ſhalt e thy 


een as Thyſelf. ; 
(5) It follows, That both require a love not 


funded on ſelfiſhneſs. 

Here it may be of ſome advantage to ER with 
the loft Rule firſt. Few will pretend that our 
Benevolence to other men is genuine, if it be 
entirely grounded on Self- Intereſt, whether it 
reſpect the favors we have already received, or 
. thoſe we look for, in future. And ſurely our 
Lord decides, in Matt. v. 46, 47, that there is 
no Virtue in that Love which regards. thoſe only x 
from whom we expect ſome ſpecial Advantage. 
* If ye love them who love you, or do good to 
them only from — you hope for a recompence 


11 


ja return, do not publicans and ſinners do the 
fame.” But he inculcates that diſintereſted Bene - 


wolence, which will lead us to love our Enemies, 


do bleſs them that curſe us, and do good to them 

| that bate us, and deſpiteſully use us: this would 
be the higheſt imitation of that Love to which we 
| funers owe all our Salvation. And certainly, no 
| one, who has any pretenſions to Virtue himſelf, 
would find it difficult to take Complacency in a 
perſon of a truly excellent Character, who was a 


general benefit to the Community, though he 


ſhoyld never have ſhewn any peculiar kindneſs to 
this Individual. A good man, who had received 
no perſona] favour from a Thornton, a Howard, 
would never be prevented, by that conſideration, 
from indulging an high eſteem for their characters. 
Surely then, a preconceived notion of God's 
peculiar Favor to me, can no more be the prime 
ground of genuine love to Jehovah, than ſome 
ſpecial Kindneſs from my Neighbour muſt be 
the ſole or primary ground of Love to him. Yet 
it by no means follows, that IJ am to exclude the 
idea of divine Benevolence from my view of the 
Supreme Being, or, that J am to exclude the ſame 
idea from the character of a good man. But if 
every one, who has any holy love in his heart, 
can contemplate with delight the excellencies of 
2 Fellow-Creature, ſhall it be ſuppoſed impoſlible 
to diſcern any glory in the Divine Character, 


1 6 


inen unworthy individual. is full y . tha 
God has fixed his ſpecial love on him ? If even a 
Criminal, under a juſt ſentence of Condemnation, 
ſhould make any pretenſions to thorough repen- 
; tance, who would believe him to be ſincere, if he 
/ till avowed a rancorous abhorrence of his Proſe- 
cutor, the Jury, the Tudge, and the King, on 
account of his being ſentenced to ſuffer for his 
Crimes? If he pleaded that it was impoſſible he 

_ ſhould feel any otherwiſe, till he was fully aſſured 
he ſhould be pardoned, no one would admit of 
ſach a Plea reſpecting an earthly Governor. (Mal. 
1. 8.) Yet ſome of the profeſſed friends of God 
appear ready to admit of a ſimilar plea, in relation 
to the far more righteous Government of the Moſt 
High. They will require a Traitor, juſt before 
his Execution to cry, © God fave the King; but 
they ſeem to ſuppoſe, that regenerating Grace 
itſelf cannot induce a ſinner, to lay aſide his 
Enmity to God's holy Law, till he is firſt aſſured 
he ſhall never ſuffer the puniſhment he has deſerved. 
But ſurely, nothing ſave badneſs of heart, for 
which the divine Law never makes any Allowance, 


Lean prevent our loving the glorious God, whether 


we know ourſelves to be intereſted. in his favor, 
or not. Yet it will not follow from hence, that 
we ought to be indifferent reſpecting our own 


Salvation, or w#hankful for the gifts we receive 


from the divine bounty. On the: contrary, our 


10 


ſpiritual and eternal intereſts ought to be inexpreſ- 
ſibly dear to us, and love to God will certainly 
ſtrengthen our concern to be viſited with the 
ſavor which he bears to his people. Nor will it 
ſupercede, but greatly increaſe a genuine Grati- 
tude, for all the benefits we nn from ſo 
glorious a I 

I proceed, 

" SECONDLY. To thaw the Doponidanes of the 
whole Law on theſe two Commandments. This 
is ſo obvious, that great brevity an be excuſed 
here. 

It is particularly the caſe with the two Tables 
of the Law, delivered to Moſes at Mount Sinai. 

The fr four Commandments direct us how to 
manifeſt, by our conduct, our ſupreme Love to 
' Gop; and conformity to them muſt naturally flow 
| from the predominance of that holy Principle. 
If we love God ſupremely, we ſhall aſſuredly 

abhor all Idolatry, whether groſs, or ſpiritual. We 
ſhall have no other Gods before his face; prefer 
no other object to him, either openly or ſecretly, 
formally or virtually ; but ſhall dread the thought 
ol ſuffering any rival to uſurp his place in our 
| affections, or even to ſhare our hearts with him. 
If we love the Lord with all our hearts, we ſhall 
| be willing and thankful to receive Directions from 

im, reſpecting the way in which every part of his 
MP) is to be conducted, and ſhall ſtrictly and 


L A 1 
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* to wor- 
mip him by Tongs of ni any other my" pro- 
-bibited, or not required, by his Word. 
If we truly love God, we ſhalt revere bis holy 
Ty Was and reſpect every thing whereby he has 
made himſelf known. We ſhalb tremble at the 
thought of taking the name of Go in vain, or 
uſing it with that levity, which ſo oſten turns it 
into a mere inſignificant Expletive, - or an abſurd ö 
Interjection; an Indignity which no one could 
bear to be uſed towards: the name of a 2 
friend. 
If we hows God himſelß nnn love his Sab- 
baths, and be thankful: for ſo- wiſe ant falutary an 
Inſtitution; readily remembering to keep the ſa- 
ered reſt holy to the Lord. | 
The fr laß commands of the Desdegve a : 
naturally expreſs our diſintereſted Love 1 our 
Neighbour ; and conformity to them muſt „ 
from that diſpoſition. This is repeatedly noticed 
by Paul; as in Gal: v. 14. By Love ſerve one 
another. For all the Law is fulfilled in one Word, 
in this, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour a8 thyſelf, 1 
And in Rom. xiii. 8-10. © He who loveth another 
| hath fulfilled the Law. For this, Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt 
not ſteal, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, Thou 
ſhalt, not covet ; and if there be any other com- 
mandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 


15 


ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy neighboar as 


thyſelf Love worketh no ill to his neighbour; 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law.” 
Certainly Love to our Neighbour will lead to 
the diſcharge of all relative Dulies, according to 
the ſtations wherein we are placed, by the provi- 


dence of God; whether we are Children or - 
Parents, Servants or ene Inferiors, Su perrors, 


or Equals. - 


It will powerfully reſtrain all Jitter ſes and 


| counterwork every emotion of Malevolenee. 
Perfe&t Love would exclude the leaſt inclination to! 
be any ways injurious to our Neighbour. 

He who loved his Neighbour as himſelf, would 
equally avoid the indulgenee of all impure propen- 
ties, and obſerve thoſe rules of Chaſtity, which 
ſo evidently tend to human happineſs. 

Diſintereſted Love to others would infallibly 
prevent all Theſt and Robbery, and _— ſpecies 
of Injuſtice as to property. 


It would: equally-induce us to ade all Slander, 
and every kind of Falſebood and Deceit. 


Yea, it would: effectually ſu ppreſs Covetouſneſs, 


Envy and Grudging at another's Welfare; for it 


would lead us to take pleaſure in our 3 8 
happineſs, as though. it were our wn. 

Thus the entire Decalogue would be readily 
obeyed, if men were under the influence of holy 
Love; and there would be nothing grievous in 


ee 
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et its Preceptay' 170 we once vagen in n theſe 
two Commandments. / 1 1 
The ſame may be aid of the whole Syſtem of 


Morality, contained in the Bible. For all moral 


Precepts, in every part of the word of God, are 
comprized in theſe, and e. flow from 
them. . 

Even ſuch duties a as are > not IEA adi in 
be Law, though it virtually demands them, in 
. conſequence. of our change of circumſtances by 
the Fall, or of the diſcoveries'made by the Goſpel, „ 
depend on theſe two commandments. Love 10 
God muſt lead a reprieved ſinner to repent of Sin, 
and thabkſully to embrace the firſt intimation of a 
method of Salvation, which is really worthy of 
God, and worthy of all acceptation. Juſt as Love 
to Men will lead us to pity the miſerable, inſtru 
be ignorant, ſeek the ſalvation. of our fellby-ſin- 
ners, and induce us to forgive our enemies, after 
the wonderful example of divine - forgiveneſs., 
Though theſe are exerciſes of Benevolence which 
Adam, before the Fall, had no opportunity to 
practice, yet they would naturally proceed from 
that right ſpirit which is here required. | 

All peſitive Inflitutions imply a prior obli gation 
to love and obey God; and if 925 be loved ſu- 
premely, they will be obeyed readily, according to 
aur light into them; though good men may 
more eaſily err in this caſe, than with e of 


moral duties. 


17 
But all theſe; things are ſo evident, that enlarge- 


ment appears unneceſſary. I yur to tber main 

1 I had in view, Which was 5 
TulR DLT, To prove that all tbe Dodrines 1 
Divine Revelation, taught by the Prophets, (and 
indeed by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles too,) n 
alſo on theſe two Commandments. 
For when our Lord declared, that on theſe 
Common depended, not only all the Law, but 
all the Prophets likewiſe, I conceive that he re- 
ferred, not ſo much to the Predictions of particular 
events, (though they alſo. imply God's moral 
government, &c.) as to the Doctrines contained 
in the prophetic writings, which perfectly accord 
with the New Teſtament, and were, at the time 
our Lord ſpake, the only repoſitories of evangelical 
truth. 80 that this aſſertion includes whatever is 
 preſuppoſed, or contained, in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
Nov a juſt. Underſtanding of theſe two Com- 
ads and a correſpondent Diſpoſition, will lead 
us to a fincere acknowledgement of the main Doc-. 
trines of Scripture. Not only, as Love to God 
will incline us to believe him implicitly, and pre- 
pare us to imbibe 25% ideas of him, which are 
really moſt juſt,” and give us the moſt exalted view 
of his glorious Character; but, eſpecially, as we 
Thall find a natural Connection between this Sum- 
mary of human Duty, and the main Doctrines 
ol Reyelation. We will inflance, particularly, in 
| m - 2 
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die important artieles which reſpect our loſt Eſtate 

us Sinners, eee a nm and the 

Sanctification of the Soul. | 

I. As to the doctrine of the Bible concerning 

the finful and miſerable Efate of fallen Man. 
(00) If we underſtand theſe two Commands, and 

auld them as comprizing the eſſence of all 

Duty, we muſt admit the * or native mo 

wy of Mankind. n 

I God be ackrlowlitguis Mite; to require 
PTR Love to himſelf, and to enjoin difinte- 
refted Benevolence to our fellow-creatures; and 


| If it be admitted, that there is no Duty done by 


them who never act from theſe Diſpoſitions, then 
it muſt elearly appear, that man is a Sinner from his 
Birth; or, that he comes into the world with a 
Tadical Defect, an evil Bias of Heart, which he 
thews as ſoon as he is eapable of moral action. 
Nothing, alas ! need be plainer than that all men, 
in their native tate, are devoid of a dutiful, filial 
Diſpoſition towards Gop, and of genuine, diſinte- 
reſted Affection towards their Felloto- men. And 
ſurely, this Want of holy Benevolence, is a hate- 
ful, criminal Deſect; the Root and Eſſence of 
Sin; in conſequence of which all commit actual 
Sin as ſoon as they are capable of moral action, and 
are, in the fight of God, as a generation of Vipers. 
He who once admits this, will not find much to 
object to the doctrine of the Fall, as taught in the 


ith: 
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Bible. Por be would: gain nothing; 'by ang 
to ee that we had any federal Connec- 
tion with Adam, while indiſputable Fuad, compared 
with the Text, proves that we are all born in Sin. 
(2) We muſt be obliged, from the ſame pre- 

miſes, to conſeſs, (not only that all men are de- 
praved, even from their Birth, but alſo,) that this 

Depravity is very ꝓreut, yea that it isroral, | 
This humiliating inference accords with the 

Repreſentations given us by Moſes and the Pro- 

phets. The earlieſt of the ſacred writers informs 

us, that, before the Deluge, God ſaw that the 
wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, and 
erety imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
vnh evil, continually.” And after that affecting 
eataltrbphe, the like teſtimony is repeated, on the 

_ "fathe unerring authority, that © the imagination 
bf Man's heart is evil, from his youth.” The pro- 
phet Jeremiah gives it, as the judgment paſſed by 
the omniſciefnt Gop, on the human heart, that it 
is “ deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked,“ ſo that he alone can know the depth of 
us depravity. And the picture drawn by David, 
of the ſtate of men in his day, is applied by Paul, 
in the third chapter of his epiſtle to the Romans, 
to Mankind at large, Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under Sin, ignorant of the way of peace, 
baving no fear of God before their eyes; but being, 
as he reminded the Epheſians, © Children of Dif- 
obedience,” and © by nature Children of Wrath.” 
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"The ige Juſtice. of this | Stithnſent: mt 
Sede depend on our view of the Extent and 
Spirituality of the divine Law. If there can be no 
ſuch thing as Holineſs, without ſupreme Love to 

op; and diſintereſted Love to Man, then every 
_ -unrenewed perſon is totally deſtitute of moral 
Good; and conſequently, is vot only partially, 
but totally depraved. It is true, all men are not 
equally miſchievous to Society; they do not all 
run to the ſame exceſs of riot; for which we may 
thank God, who has contrived various ways to 
check and reſtrain the outward exerciſes of human 
wickedneſs, or the race of man would be utterly 
deſtroyed. But though men's weakneſs, their 
natural inclination to Society, &c. oblige them to 
| .ſet ſome bounds. to their ſelfiſh deſires, and bitter 
_ : paſſions; and human Jaws and education may 
. produce, in many, ſome ſemblance of Virtue, yet 
are they deſtitute of all proper regard to God, and 
- devoid of all holy Love. If theſe commands be 
acknowledged to contain the Sum of our Duty, 
well might the Scripture involve all in the ſame 
Charge, and level all Diſtinctions at once; de- 
claring that © there is none righteous, no, not 
one: there is none that underſtandeth, or who | 
ſeeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 

way, they are together become unprofitable? there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one.” Far from 

paved Got mel, . their chief delight 


/ 
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in him, aiming firicerely at his glory, and from 
_ loving others as theniſelves; they are ſunk into a 
gulph of ſinful - Selfiſhneſs, and purſue a private 
intereſt of their own, which is neither ſubordinate. 
to the divine Honor, nör connected with the 
general Good. That is to ſay, they are wholly and 
entirely ſinful, in all their inward exerciſes; and 
hence, their plowing and their eri, their civil 
and religious actions are Sin. ; 
08) The unſpeakable, or rather, the infoitte Evil 
of Sin, will follow from the ſame view of our 
extenſive obligations. To 
I would not e too 3 for: a wand; | 
though I cannot but approve of the term infinite 
in this conrieQtion, and can ſcarcely forbear expres- 
ſing my ſurprize, at any objection being made to 
it, by:perſons who admit the Divinity and Atone- 
ment of Chriſt, or the eternal Puniſhment of the 
Impenitent. / Surely, however, the Evil of Sin 
muſt appear unſpeakably great, if we admit that 
' theſe two Commandments . comprehend. no more 
than what Gop juſtly demands of every intelligent 
Being. Were the Law ſuppoſed to extend only 
to outward: Actions, it would not be eaſy to prove 
that all Sin is ſo very heinous, or that any Sin 
deſerves everlaſting Deſtruction. But if Gop be 
acknowledged to require the Heart, the whole 
Heart, for himſelf, and that moſt equitably; this 
demand muſt be ſuppoſed to be founded upon the 


| 5 
infinite Excellence and Worthineſs of the divine 
Character; and'muſt imply that our Obligations 
to love him bear a proportion to his infinite Glory; 
and conſequently Sin ' muſt appear exceedingly 
ſinful, as being ibe violation of infinite Obligations, 
- and” indicating: our contempt of Wficiits- we 
and infinite Lovelinefs. And thus 
() We peed not wonder that Sin o ould 3 
threatened with eternal Puniſb mant. 
Only let the foregoing truths be fully tealized, 
and it will appear very credible, that “the Wicked 
ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the Nations that 
forget Gon.“ For, if all men are -rightequſly 
required thus to love God, and one another; and 
if every one is juſtly obnoxious to the curſe of 
Gocks holy Law, who does not continually act in 
fall conformity. to theſe excellent Precepts; we 
have the ſtrongeſt evidence of their original and 
total Depravity, and of their total unfitneſs ſor 
the ſociety of God, and holy Beings; and they 
appear to be veſſels of wrath, ſitted for Deſtruction. 
It is no wonder, therefore, that the Prophets repre- 
| ſented it as an evil and bitter thing to forſake the 
Lord, and to be devoid of his Fear; and that they 
have aſſured us, that “the Lord will take Ven- 
geance on his Adverſaries, be reſerveth Wrath ſor 
his Enemies; though © he is flow to Anger, he 
is great in Power, and will not at all acquit the 
Wicked,” Nor need we be ſurprized, that the 
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New Teftament,. which contains falley and more 
expreſs aſſurances of the eternal Happineſs of the 
| Righteaus, ſhould be alſo: more expreſs than the 

Old, in aſſuring us, that they who know not God 

and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power; at that very day when, he ſhall come 
to be glorified: in all them that believe. The 

Saviour of Sinners has himſelf forewarned them 

that reje&t him, that they will be- caſt into that 
place of Torment, where their worm ſhall: never 

die, and the fire ſhall never be quenched: He 
who is to be the Judge of the world, has taught 
us, that the Puniſhment of the impenitent will be 
as laſting; as the bliſsful Life of the redeemed. 
(FTheſe ſhall go away into 8 nn 2 
but the righteous into life eternal. 5 
But I proceed to ſhew that 
II. The doctrine of Scripture, cedpoAitig, the | 

Salvation of Sinners from the wrath to come; depends 

on that view: of the divine Law and Government, 

which is given in theſe two Commandments. 
(Ii) That the Salvation of Sinners is altogether: 
of abſolute Grace; or, that the Forgiveneſs of 


their ſins is owing; ſolely: to: God's free, ſovereign,' 1 


undeſerved Mercy; which he was not under any. 
obligation to have ſhewn them, for the ſake of 


vindicating bis character from the charge of undue 
ſeyerity. 


* 
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mands of every rational Creature, the moſt entire 
conformity to theſe two Commandments, under 
pain of his eternal diſpleaſure; it will inevitabl y 
follow, that be might have righteouſſy excluded 
our whole ee e, from the N benefits 


of Redemption: 


And ſurely, if mis be yielded, that God ths 
eqtiltably have conſigned all Sinners to Perdition, 
no one can fairly object to the claim he makes, 
in the writings of Moſes, of a right to have Mercy 
on whom he will have Mercy, and to ſhew Com- 
* to whom he pleaſes to ſnew Compaſſion. 
Nor can any perſon, who is convinced that the 
Deity. has a right to ſelec the objects of this unde-- 
ſerved merey, in Time, reaſonably quarrel with 
the Scriptures, for repreſenting him as being too 
early in his Intentions to exerciſe: his compaſſion ; 
or, complain of his having loved with an everlaſting 
love, thoſe whom he aſterwards draws with his 
loving-kindneſs; or of his having choſen in Chriſt, 

before the foundation of the world, thoſe whom 
be makes willing to come unto him for n in 
the day of his power. ad ods: 4 
50%) That there is no Salvation for ede but 
through a Madiator, who became obedient unto 
Death, and thus atoned for Sin, and Og in 
ev 1 Righteouſneſs. 
bis Doctrine of the Nephens and ene 
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— from the Vieu alley: given, 3 
whereas without it, the ſcripture plan of Re- 
demption cannot be firmly eſtabliſned. For no 
man will look to the Mediator for Life, until his 

illegal hopes of acceptance with God by his own 
obedience are ſlain. And Paul has taught us, that 
it is through an acquaintance with the extent and 
ſpirituality of the L wot a a man muſt become 
dead to the Law. u : 

While he himſelf hath that the divine * 
extended only to externals, he thought himſelf 
blameleſs: but when the Commandment came 
home to his conſcience, as requiring intenſe Love 
to God, and diſintereſted Benevolence to man, 

Sin revived, and Self- flattery was ſlain. He viewed 

himſelf then as dead in Law, condemned already, 
and found it impoſſible to obtain life, by that 
Covenant which ſays, © Cursed is the man who 


 continueth not in all things written in the book of 


the Law to do them.” 

When the young man, mit 1by the Evan- 
geliſt, had only a ſuperficial view of the require- 
ments of the, Decalogue, he boldly affirmed, © All 
theſe have I kept from my youth.” But when our 
Lord tried him, as to diſintereſted Benevolence, 
not even the hope of eternal life could reconcile 
bim to parting with his ty all, but he went 
away ſorrowful. 


. Hence the J 8 Phariſces 1 for 3 aſifca 


tion by Works, becauſe they did: not underſtand 
' theſe two: Commands, on: which bang alt the Law 
and the Prophets. What, indeed, can betray 
greater ignorance: of them, than the fulſe gloſs 
which David Kimchi puts upon Pfalm Kw. 16 
I I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will 
not hear: He ſupplies not the pronoun me, but is 


*The Lord will not hear ig. i. e. ſays he, © God + 


will not eſteem an evil Deſign for the: Deed,” tho 
I ſhould regard Iniquity in my Beart.— And hence 
Maimonides the ' Jew, avows his expectation of 
acceptance with God, as to be obtained by our 
Food works overbalancing our bad ones. But the 
laſt of the ten Commandments proves the Doctrine 
of Kimchi to be wretched Antinomianiſm. And the 
laſt of the #velve Curſes, to which all Ifrael were 
obliged to-fay Amen, upon Mount Ebal, cuts f 
the vain hopes of Maimonides by their roots. 
And whoever realizes the Import of theſt two 
- Commandments, and believes them to be unalte- 
rably binding, and worthy of being ſupported by 
the utmoſt authority of him that governs the whole 
intelligent Creation, muſt ſee, at once, the Im- 
poſſibility of any Sinner's being juſtifled by the 
Law, and, at the ſame time, muſt perceive the 
Neceſſity, Propriety, and Beauty of the Way of 
Salvation revealed in the Goſpel. All idea of 
Acceptance with God, on the ground of our own 
Merit, muſt be abandoned, if we enter into the 
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ſpirit of our Text. The moſt decent and moral 
muſt depend on CnhRIST alone, as well as thoſe 
wha had been of the viteſt and moſt profligate 
characters. For it muſt appear altogether im- 
proper for any Sinner to receive Forgiveneſs, but 
through that propitiatory Sacrifice, wherein God 
has fully exhibited his infinite Averſion to Sin; 
or to be entitled to eternal Life, except on account 
of that perfect Obedience, which hath magnified 
| the Law, and made it honorable. . 

Thus, while the Knowledge of Sin is obtained 
by the Law; the Righteouſneſs of God, without 
the Law, is manifeſted, being. witneſſed by the 
| Law, and the Prophets.” God, who taught the 
Jews, by the ancient ſacrifices, that without 
ſhedding of Blood there was no Remiſſion, directed 
their Faith to the great Meſſiah, as deſtined to put, 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Thus has a, 
holy God, in the very Act of Forbearance, diſ- 
played his Abhorrence of Iniquity. He has diſ- 
covered in the Sufferings of the Surety, how. 
infinitely hateful Sin is, to the Governor of the 
Vniverſe, While he beſtows, on believing: Sin- 
ners, eternal Bleſſedneſs as the Reward of Obe- 
dence, (not of the imperfect obedience of the 
Believer, but of the ſpotleſs, perfect Obedience 
ol his Repreſentative,) and, in ſo dan manifeſts. 

his Love to Righteouſneſs. 

How has God abounded in all Wiſtom and. 


8 
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Prudence, in the whole of this adtmirable Plan of 
Salvation, which is ſo wiſely calculated to condemn 
Sin, and diſeountenance it to the '\uttermoſt, while 
the believing Sinner is ſecured from eternal Miſery, 
and entitled to everlaſting Happineſs, being juſtified 
freely by divine Grace, through anal ER 
| that is in CnRTST Jesvs! 

(3) The Dignity of the Saviour bs is ley con- 
nedted with this view of the Subject. 
The Prophets foretold that his Name ſhould be 
called Immanuel, Jebovah our Righteouſneſs, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince 
of Peace, and they aſſerted that he; who ſhould 
be born in Bethlehem, was one whoſe goings forth 
had been from of old, from everlaſting. And no 
wonder, that they treated him as a divine Perſon, 
or that the Angels of God were commanded to 
worſhip him, to whom ſo great a work was com- 
mitted, as the Redemption of our periſhing Souls. 
As the conſtant Repetition of the Jewiſh Sacrifices 
implied their Inefficacy, and the Apoſtle affirms, 
it was not poſſible for the blood of Bulls and of 
Goats to take away Sins; becauſe the death of 
an harmleſs Animal would not have anſwered the 
end, of demonſtrating Gop's Hatred of Sin, 

equally with the Infliction of the Curſe upon the 
original Tranſgreſſors of the Law; ſo neither 
would the Sufferings of Chriſt have ſufficed to this 
end, had he not been a perſon of ſuperior Dig- 


nity to all others, who ever ſuſtained the Prieſtly 
character. But Jeſus the Son of Gov, is indeed 


. 
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a Great High Prieft, being the Man that is 


Tehovat' s Aſſociate; who is Gop as well as Man; 
who-thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
Gop ; he, therefore, could put away Sin, by the 


Sacrifice of Himſelf, and . purchaſe the Church 


with his own Blood. He had power over his own 


Life, to lay it down, and to take it up again. 


The infinite Dignity of his Perſon, gives Dignity 
and Efficacy to his Obedience and Sufferings. - 
And ſurely, if the extent of Duty, the Equity 1 
the Law, and the Enormity of our Guilt, be but 
thorough] y realized, ſo as to convince us, that 
our fins, expoſed us juſtly to eternal Puniſhment ; 


we ſhall then readily admit, that a mere Man, or 


a mere Creature, of whatever imaginary rank, 


could never have made ſufficient Atonement, for 


. the Sins of condemned Millions. 


(a) The Excellence of Chriff's Obedience unto 


| Death appears, by an it with this Sum- 
mary of Duty. 


When the prophet Iſaiah Seel the lan 
tion of the Son of God, who took upon himſelf 
the form of a Servant, that he might become 
obedient unto Death, he introduces the divine 
Father as glorying in him, ſaying, © Behold my 
Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect, in whom 


my ſoul delighteth.“ And well may we be called 


30 


upon tech unto-Jeſus, WhO kost he Was a 
Son, yet learned Obedience, and though he always 
did the things: that pleaſed his Father, was yet 
.called to ſhew the Perfection of his Obedience by 
Sufferings. For ſurely: his laying down his Life 
for his Sheep, according to the Commandment he 
had received of his Father, was the higheſt and 
nobleſt AQ of Obedience which ever was performed. 
lt was the moſt wonderful expreſſion of ſupreme 
Love to Gon. We have no room to believe that 
any other Servant of Gop was ever called to ſuffer 
at all, without having ſinned. But Jeſus, after 
having done the Will of his Father perfectly, 
muſt alſo die according to that Will. He knew 
that he muſt be baptized in Sufferings, and he 
exclaimed, © I have an Immerſion to undergo, 
and how am I pained till it be accompliſhed.” * 
He muſt be ſacrificed, to effect what all the Jew- | 
iſh Offerings could not accompliſh, and he ſaid, 
* Lo-I come to do thy Will, O Gop; a Body haſt 
thou prepared for me.” Tt was for the very pur- 
poſe of the Suffering of Death, that he was made 
for a little while lower than the angels. Verily, 
that Law which ſays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
my God, with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind, was deeply engraven on 
his Heart; and he gave the higheſt poſſible Evi- 
br. Campbell's Tranſlation. 
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dence of it, when his Zeal for the Honor of | the 


of the Law himſelf, ſooner than God ſhould appear 
as if he could look * Sin with Approbation or 
Indifference. 

And was not the . AR an evidence of the 
4 diſintereſted Benevolence to Man, and ſo a 
falfilment of the ſecond great Command ? Greater 
Love than this bath no man ever ſhewn, to lay 
down bis Life for a friend, But Jeſus fo loved 
his people as to undergo, not a common Death, 
but the Death of the Croſs, being led forth to 
Execution with every Indignity, treated as the 
vorſt of MalefaQors, the object of general Exe- 
cration, abhorred by Man, and forſaken of Gon, 
when in the higheſt cxerciſe of Love to both. 
Nor did he die for them who had previouſly 
obliged bim by. their Friendſhip or Service; nor 
yet out of Pity for ſuch as had not deſerved the 
Miſery that threatened to overwhelm them : he 
ſuffered not for. the worthy, or the innocent, but 
forthe Ungodly, for Enemies; who had merited 
Death themſelves, and were too bad to be fit objects 
of Mercy, without ſo great an Atonement; All, 
for whom he died, were condemned to Death, by 
2 Law too good to be repealed, or abated; and 
that was the only reaſon that rendered it needful 
for him to ſuffer in their room. Moreover, he 
well knew that they would neither thank him for | 


divine Government, induced him to bear the Curſe 22 
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all he: did, or ſuffered: for tbem; nor believe God's 
own teſtimony concerning him, nor come to him 


| for lite, nor accept of his ſalvation, unleſs effec- 


tually wrought. upon by his Hor SI AIT. And 

this leads me to another general obſervation: 
III. The ſeripture Doctrine of Santi ification is 

jn like manner, cloſely connected OW theſe two 


Commandmentss. * 
(1) The evident neceſſity of bene ia that 


buy divine Agency, depends on a right View of this 


Subject. If we had a lighter notion of the Na- 
ture and Extent of our Duty, our Contrariety to 
the divine Law would not be ſo apparent, and it 
would ſeem probable that a little Rectification 
would ſuffice, in the caſe of ſome at leaſt, to fit 
them for the Kingdom of Heaven. All natural 
men are not enemies to outward Honeſty and 
Sobriety; but every carnal heart is Enmity again 
that Law which requires God to be loved ſupremely, 
and every Idol to be dethroned ; nor can any car- 

nal mind be induced to love his Neighbour as 
himſelf. But this: is the Law that Jeſus has mag- 
nifſied, nor can we fully ſee the Need of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, much leſs the intrinfic Excellence of it, 
unleſs this Law be admitted to be holy, juſt, and 
good. To accept him as a Saviour from a bad 
Law, will never be confidered by him as a genuine 
-acceptation of his Goſpel. They who come unto 
God! in his name, muſt know that no other will 
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iR aud muſt. ſee, in wms itte e, why'h bis 
Mediation is ſo worthy of being regarded by the 
Governor of the World, as that for the ſake thereof 
be ſhould accept of thoſe w hom he otherwiſe muſt 
have diſearded forever. T beyalſo muſt receive him as 
their Eord, as well as their Saviour: but they who 
Hate the Father's Government, cannot reliſh the 


Son's: for in this reſpect, as well as others, the 


Son is the very image of the Father. No wonder 
then that it is faid, © no man can ſay that Jeſus is 


the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit.” A man muſt 


be born again, or he can neither „e the Glory of 
the Reign of God our Saviour in the human heart 
on Barth, nor can he enter tlie Kingdom of eternal 
Glory. No man can hear to come to Chriſt, ex- 
eept the Father draw him: ſor the Import of his 
Goſpel is too humiliating, and its Tendency too 
ffrich and holy, to fait a graceleſs heart. 
the heart of _ _ takes away, and a 


| fee of Chai and his Father, the ore the will 
hate them. We conclude, therefore, that᷑ if any 
man be i in Chriſt, he is a new Creature; old things 
are done away, all things are become new. 

(2) The obligations of the ſaved will appear ex- 
ceedingly great, in proportion as we underſtand 
theſe CORNER | 

S* 
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He who underftands their ature and an 
3 never imagine it a privilege to be excuſed 
from perſonal conformity to them. The more 
deeply ſenſible we are that they are holy, juſt and 
good, and that, by our violation of tbem, we 
have deſerved the eternal curſe of God, the more 
readily ſhall we renounce all Self, Rigbteouſueſs, 
as ſeeing that it would be the height of Pride and 
Folly, to ſuppoſe we could be juſtified by a Law 
which we had utterly violated : and the more we 
ſhalladmire the Love of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
who, though he perſectiy approved of the Law, 
has hs RT: redeemed us tom its ure 
ſhall never. conceit that his loving God ſo much, 
is an excuſe for our loving him but little, or that 
his loving us ſo ſervently is a reaſon why we need 
not love him, or imitate him. Nay verily, but 
while we rejoice in our ſreedom from condemna- 
tion, we ſhall aſpire, after perfect freedom from 
Sin. We ſhall not imagine that we are without 
Law unto. God, but ſhall feel that we are under 
the Law to Chriſt. The import of his Mediation 
has confirmed every antecedent Obligation, by 

which we were bound to Obedience: and the rich 

bleſſings he has procured for us, lay us under 
additional ties of Gratitude, to yield ourſelves unto 
Gop. What can recommend the fulleſt Con- 
formity to theſe two Commands, like the lovely 
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Pattern of the incarnate Son of GoDp? rh NPY 
cemplitied the moſt diffieult duties of Reli gion, 
in ſuch a manner as to render the imitation of his 
. almoſt unavoidable, to all who regard we 
with attention. Can we contemplate, his ardent 
| Love to God, his Zeal” for the divine Glory, and 
not feel a kindred” Flame? Can we notice his 
readineſs to deny himſelf, and remain anxious to 
ſhun every difficult ſervice? Can we view his 
; Reſignation and perfect Submiſſion to his Fathers 
Will, and refuſe to taſte the cup of Affliction, 
from whence he drank up all the curſe, and has 
left nothing behind for his people, but what is 1 
medicinal and ſalutary? Behold his Philanthropy! 
Hear him pray for his Murderers ! See him die 
for his Enemies ! Remember you were of the num- - 
ber: you would have been neceſſarily treated as 
an Enemy to God, had not Jeſus loved you, and 
given himſelf for you. Think how vaſt a debt 
has heen ' cancelled by his precious blood; and 
_ eanſt thou now take thy fellow-ſervant by the 
throat, and ſay, Pay me what thou oweſt? Impoſ- 
fible! Tou cannot look to Calvary, and harden 
your heart againſt the charge of the Apoſtle, * Be 
ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God, for Chriſt's ſake, has 
| forgiven you.” You cannot look ftedfaſtly unto | 
Jeſus, and think John extravagant, who after 
kaning on his Maſter's boſom, drank ſo deep into 
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his ſpirit of diſintereſted Benevolence, as to ſay, 
* Heneby perceive. we the Love of God, | becauſe 
he laid down his Life for us, and * ought @ tay 
unn gur Lanes for the Brethren”! „ But 
(e) The imperfeftion of the Believer's daneben. 
tion, in the preſent life, will be ſurely acknow- 
ledged, if we confider theſe two Gommandmcats 
as comprizing the ſummary of our Duty. | 
Hille is no true; Saint who aims not at abſolute 
Perfedion ; but the moſt advanced Chriſtian will 
be moſt ready to confeſy,. that he falls ſhort of this 
Mark. It ſeems impoſſible that an humble honeſt 
Believer, who tries his whole Temper and Conduct 
impartially by this Teſt, and who eonſiders every 
' internal or external Deviation, from either of theſe 
two Commands, as an inexcuſable and ſinſul De- 
fed, con ever indulge the iden, that he is already 
perſectly free ſrom Sin. It muſt be awing to the 
want of acquaintance with the ſpirituality and 
extent of that Law, which David acknowledges 
to be & exceeding broad,” that every one does not 
unite with him in confeſling. © I have ſeen an end 
ol all Perfection.” Let the beſt of men view him- 
ſelf daily in this faithful mirror, and he will ſee 
ſufficient pollution in his befl actions, and his 
| holieſt exerciſes, to make bim live as a Penitent all 
his days, and abhor himſelf in duſt and aſhes, Yet 
(4) The preceding yiew furniſhes a ſtrong argu- 
ment in favor of the final Perſeverance, not of all 
Proſeſſors, but « of all real — | | 


7 37 
% $ 4 


| FI men had been but. partially 1 and 
had turned themſelves to the Lord, upon his bare 
invitation, or as the effect of moral ſwaſion only, 
they might probably be left to turn again from 
God, and draw back unto Perdition. But if all 
who, poſſeſs. the precious faith of God's ele, had 
it given them on Chriſt's behalf, we may reaſon- | 
ably conclude, he will continue to pray for them, 
that their faith may not fail. Since it was not of 
themſelyes, but the Gift of God, whoſe Gifts and 
_ Galliog. are without Repentance, we conclude 
thatit ſhall not be taken away, but ſhall terminate 
ia the ſaying of the ſoul. The Author of Faith 
will bs its Finiſher, - The Righteous ſhall hold on 
his way, and he who hath clean hands ſhall grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger. The path of the Juſt, like 
the ſhining light, ſhall ſhine more and more, unto 
the perfect day. For he who bath wrought us for 
the ſelf-ſame thing is Gop, who bath given unto 
us the Earneſt of bis Spirit, and therefore the good 
work begun, ſhall be performed unto the day of 
Chriſt Jeſus. For the Spirit of Illumination is the 
Earneſt of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
the Banctification of the Spirit is the. Earneſt of 
perfect Purity, and Joy in the Holy Spirit is the 
Earneſt of our entering into the Joy of our Lord. 
It would have been eaſy to enlarge on every 
15 of this ſubject, but this brief ſpecimen may 
ſuffice, to ſhew the cloſe Connection between 
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tels two Ude and the" ini Döctrines 
contained in the writings of the Prophets, which 
vere ſtill more fully RE by rod . Lo 0 and 
his Apoſtles. W 8 
I add only two or three ſafaris" Fre 
2 If we judge of all Mankind in all ages, by 
this Teſt, how contrary have their Hearts a um 


Vo 


been to the divine Law! b $et 
From the earlieft 11 of Time we 0m the 


Furth filled with Idolatry and” Violence. The : 
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| moſt celebrated Nations of Antiquity excelled in 
making ſplendid Images and magnificent Temples 


for falſe Gods, and exerted their higheſt Ingenuity 
in contriving Inſtruments of Deſtruction for their 
own Species, and perfeQing the Art of War, 
Andthough the Greeks and Romans ſo far excelled 
the ancient Barbarians in Sculpture and Painting, 


in Architecture and in military Diſcipline ; all the 


Hordes of Germany,” and Gaul, 'and Britain, had 
theif execrable Idols, and took equal delight in 
the horrid uſe of their Weapons of War. In ſome 
of their States, one half of the people, in turn, 
cultivated the ground, while the other half was 
conſtantly employed in War. They thought, 

ſays Cæſar, that it was the greateſt honor of a 

Nation, to have the country round them lie deſo- 
late, as being a ſign that none of their neighbours 

could reſiſt their force. And therefore, on one 


| fide of the Suevians the fields lay waſte; for ſome 


1 
hundred miles. Tho' modern Europe is ſo much 
| advanced in civilizatian, yet the prevalence of | 
nominal Chriſtianity has not prevented the Roman 
Church. from being defiled with Images; nor kept 
both Papiſts and Proteſtants from drenching the 
Land, and oſten taining the Ocean with Blood. 
Aſia, and Africa, and America, preſent a ſimilar 
picture, nor can our modern Navigators find a 
Tribe of Mankind i in the remoteſt Iſles of the Sea, 
but what are addicted to Idolutry, and continually 
engaging in Mars with their neareſt neighbours. 
It will afford equal Evidence of the Contrariety 
of Men's Diſpoſitions to theſe two Commandments, 
if we turn from the bloody pages of Hiſtory, to 
look into the works of the Poets. What pro- 
duQions of human Genius have been moſt admired 
in all Ages, and in all Countries, but thoſe which 
gloſs over the vileſt and moſt lawleſs Affectious, 
and the moſt diabolical Paſſi ions; which either 
idolize the Individual, and treat Happineſs as con- 
ſiſting in the ſmile of ſome dying Worm; or which 
celebrate the Demolition of Cities, the Slaughter 
of Myriads, the Conqueſt of Nations, and extol 
the Chieſtains of Abaddon to the ſkies? Well 
might our Lord remark, that which is highly 
eſteemed among men is an Abomination to God. 
O miſerable, polluted World! When ſhall it 
be corered with the Knowledge of the Lord, as the 
Waters cover the Seas! When ſhall all the fn | 


| eribe E Earth be Bleffed in the bool! of Abrabm! 
Then hall men throw away their Idols of Silver and 
Idols of Gold, which they! have made to worthip, to 
the Moles and to the Bats: and then thall they beat 
their Inſtruments oſ Deſtruction, which they made 
to kill their brother Men, into Tmplements of 
Hufbanilry ; ; for Deſolations ſhatf come to a per- 
petusl End, and they ſhall learn War no more 11 
(2) Bat it is of the greateſt importance to os, 
to make a peefonal application of the ſabjeQ, and 
| remark, How vaſt is the Quantity of guilt) eharge- 
able on each Hulividual, If alt wer opa either 
of "theſe Commands, or comes thort of full 
65 Conformity to them is Sin! Yet” this muſt be 
A dmitted if we dare not flatly to contradict Jeſus 
Chriſt. 0 then what Sinners are we! In alf our 
doings our fins do appear. How have we deſerved 
that God, who is Love, ſhould abhor us for our 
want of true Benevolence: that he ſhould caſt us 
out of his fight, as hateful, and hating one ano- 
ther; that he ſhould give us up to thoſe tormenting 
Paſſions, which flow from fordid Selfiflineſs, ane 
are the ſeeds of eternal Miſery. 3 
But how fhall we ſufficiently e Admire that Gries 
which induced kim to ſend his Son into the world, 
to ſeek and five the loſt! How immenſely are 
Believers indebted: to Currsr ! Have we not rea- 
ſon to confeſs we are no more our own but his; 
and ought we not to glorify him with our Bodies, 
and our Souls, which are the property of our Lord? 


pirit bien u Nef be 
God. O ſhew: that you: are taught of 3 

d, both to love: Goch himſelſ, and to love one „ 
another. \Take Complacenoy in the image of N 
Chriſt Where ever it can be diſcerned ; and ſhew- 
Loe your: mies, bleſs renn that ourſe you,” 5 
Ne to hem that hats you; and pray ſor them . 
which defpi y uſe you and per seute you.: Mi 
that :ye may be the children of your Father who '2 
is in Heaven; for he maketh his fun. to riſe on 
the: evil and on the good, and ſeudeth rain on de 
juſt and an the unjuſi. Por if ye love them who- _— 
love vou, whit reward bave ye? de not even te 
ns the ſame ? And if ye ſalate your Brethren 
oa What do ye mare than others} de not even .4Y 
CO Be 3 perfect, even as 1 


* et 
| which qt of God. 


ſpel had the very ſame Ade 3 f 


The Kin g of Heaven had no Predeceſſor whoſe _— 
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nfs ſo likely: to aſſiſt 
which ou | 


